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Mark Ridley-Thomas
Second District

Sheila Kuehl

Third District

Don Knabe

Fourth District

Michael D. Antonovich
Fifth District

(ITEM NO. 64-A, AGENDA OF JUNE 9, 2015 AND ITEM 59-A, AGENDA OF

SEPTEMBER 1, 2015)

In a motion by Supervisor Antonovich on June 9, 2015, the Department of Public Health (DPH) was
directed to (1) conduct a thorough review of the retail food facility grading system in Los Angeles County,
including an assessment of current grading factors, methodology, and a review of grading systems used in
other jurisdictions and (2) provide a report of its findings and recommendations to the Board within 30
days. Reports were provided to the Board on July 8, 2015 and on August 18, 2015. In a subsequent motion
by Supervisor Antonovich on September 1, 2015, DPH was instructed to provide monthly progress reports
to the Board on the restaurant grading recommendation implementation activities. This October 2015 report
is the second progress report in response to the motion.

The Implementation Plan for Restaurant Grading Recommendations, which was developed to report on the

progress or status of each recommendation, was updated for this report (Attachment A). Some

recommendations have already been completed, and the remainder of the recommendations are on track for
completion by the established target dates in the plan.

In addition, since the last report, DPH met with the Food Safety Advisory Committee and updated them on
the proposed changes to the restaurant grading system. Volunteers were solicited to participate in a working
group to assist with the evaluation and implementation of the recommendations. Once the volunteers have
been identified, a follow-up meeting with this group will be scheduled for late 2015. DPH will also meet on
November 17, 2015 with representatives from the California Restaurant Association to discuss the

recommendations and to solicit their input.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please let us know.
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Attachment

& Chief Executive Officer
Interim County Counsel

Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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March 31, 2016

TO: Each Supervisor

NC)
FROM: Cynthia A. Harding, M.P.H. 7{,@?@ O/

Interim Director

SUBJECT: FOOD FACILITY GRADING SYSTEM
(ITEM NO. 64-A, AGENDA OF JUNE 9, 2015 AND ITEM 59-A, AGENDA
OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2015)

In a motion by Supervisor Antonovich on June 9, 2015, the Department of Public Health
(DPH) was directed to (1) conduct a thorough review of the retail food facility grading
system in Los Angeles County, including an assessment of current grading factors,
methodology, and a review of grading systems used in other jurisdictions and (2) provide
a report of its findings and recommendations to the Board within 30 days. Reports were
provided to the Board on July 8, 2015 and on August 18, 2015. In a subsequent motion
by Supervisor Antonovich on September 1, 2015, DPH was instructed to provide monthly
progress reports to the Board on the restaurant grading recommendation implementation
activities. This March 2016 report is the seventh progress report in response to the
motion. :

The Implementation Plan for Restaurant Grading Recommendations, which was
developed to report on the progress or status of each recommendation, was updated for
this report (Attachment A). An additional recommendation was completed since our last
report, for a total of four recommendations completed to date. After further review of
Recommendation D4 regarding the proposed modification of the owner-initiated
inspection (Oll) policy, DPH has determined that further restrictions to the existing policy
are not necessary as the Oll is available only once per 12-month period. The target
dates for five recommendations were adjusted to allow time for further internal
discussion and processing of the approval of policy revisions.



Each Supervisor
March 31, 2016
Page 2

DPH held the last round of meetings in March with members of the California Restaurant
Association (CRA) and the Food Safety Advisory Council (FSAC) to discuss
Recommendation A3, revisions to the grade card; Recommendation B2, which would
preclude the issuance of an “A” grade if two major violations were found or the facility is
ordered closed; and Recommendation D4, which would modify the owner-initiated
process for restaurant operators who have chronic unsafe food practices. At both
meetings the discussion centered on Recommendation B2. Both organizations
understood the underlying concept related to the validity of the “A” grade. DPH gained
the support of FSAC and of Environmental Health Directors of surrounding counties and
cities for the recommendation. A decision by the CRA on the recommendation is
forthcoming, and after it is received DPH will make a final determination on this
recommendation.

The next report will be submitted in April 2016. If you have any questions or need
additional information, please let me know.

CAH:dc
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Attachment

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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